
historic fusion 
In the middle of Berlin, on the area between the Charité University Hospital and the Humboldt  
University, which is significant in terms of the history of science, a fusion of three buildings  
forms the new research center for the Max Planck Society: The historic sections of the building with 
offices, the new research building with flexible laboratory areas, and in-between the central  
structure that connects them all. Through direct dialog with the client and the historic preservation 
department, Burckhardt+Partner were able to complete the design planning for the conversion  
and construction of the new building for the internationally renowned research society. 
Visualization: Scuares

brand-enhancing refurbishment 
As architects and general planners, we were commissioned by Coop  
Immobilien AG to completely renovate the national headquarters of the leading 
retailer Coop in Basel, thereby extending the service life of the high- 
rise building with its striking external concrete support structure by another  
40 years. The refur bishment included a complete renovation of the façade,  
a partial renovation of the building services, and a redesign of the office areas.  
In close cooperation with the client, modern, attractive and light-flooded 
open-space offices with a third more multifunctional workplaces were created. 
Coop Immobilien AG was awarded the Swiss Solar Prize 2021 for the newly 
designed façade consisting of a closed-cavity system combined with photo-
voltaic elements.
Photo: Mark Niedermann 
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unifying innovation
We elaborated the construction project for the new  
building of the Department of Biomedicine at the  
University of Basel. Now the building application for the 
new research building on the Schällemätteli Life  
Science Campus has been submitted and construction 
work is expected to be able to start in 2023. Completion  
is scheduled for around five years later. A total of  
70 research groups, currently at five different locations,  
will then be brought under one roof, giving a great  
boost to interdisciplinary exchange among the approxi-
mately 700 staff and students. 
Visualization: Burckhardt+Partner / DesignRaum 

interactive research 
We created the design for the scientific center of excellence  
of the Biopôle campus, one of the strategic sites of the  
PALM Agglomeration Project for the Lausanne-Morges region. 
With its 200-metre-long base building, the building nestles  
harmoniously into the topographical location and at the same 
time affords unobstructed views out over Lake Geneva and  
the Alps. Our project takes full advantage of the special location 
on a step in the terrain, meets the requirements of the  
space program and at the same time is also able to adapt  
to future research developments. 
Visualization: Burckhardt+Partner 

historic expansion 
As a contribution to the preservation of the historic cityscape, the Hotel Metropole, 
located in Bern’s listed old town, is being carefully renovated on behalf of PSP  
Swiss Property and in cooperation with the department of heritage conservation,  
with completion scheduled for summer 2022. The aim is to implement a new  
concept in the city of Bern as a boutique hotel and to expand its use with a restaurant  
in a prime location. The historic staircase will be significantly enhanced through  
careful restoration work and extended to the exclusive roof terrace for hotel guests.  
In addition to the interior finishing of the building, formerly distinctive design elements 
on the exterior, such as the oculi lucarnes, are also being restored. 
Photo: Damian Poffet

fairytale living 
The château complex in Crissier, built in 1626 and extended in the 18th and 19th centuries,  
is being renovated by us and converted for exclusive residential use. Historical elements that 
have been preserved to this day, such as painted decor, wood paneling and stucco work,  
are being carefully restored. In the castle itself, an apartment is being built on each of the three 
floors, along with a bi-level apartment in the former stables, as well as four bi-level apart- 
ments and two further units in the annex. The concept for the outdoor area envisages enhancing 
the qualities of the historic park and strengthening its overall cohesion. 
Visualization: Thomas Sponti

optimum recovery 
We have been renovating Thun Hospital in five phases since  
2017, creating optimum conditions for modern medical  
care. Another milestone was reached in March 2021 with the  
commissioning of the third floor. Now the private ward on  
the fourth and final floor is due for completion by the end of  
2022. A considerable amount of planning and coordination  
went into ensuring that the hospital was able to operate without 
interruption throughout the full five-year construction  
period. The refurbishment significantly upgrades the interiors  
with a carefully chosen color scheme. 
Photo: Miriam Fluri

attractive location
In an attractive location in Richterswil with superb views,  
Burckhardt+Partner have been commissioned by WSG AG to 
build a Minergie-standard devel opment that offers a high  
quality for both residents and onlookers. The project envisages 
four multi-family dwellings, comprising a total of 25 apart- 
ments with 3.5 to 5.5 rooms. Some are designed as bi-level 
apartments. The generous spacing and staggered heights  
guarantee enhanced privacy for the residents. Particular attention 
is being paid to maintaining spatial permeability on the  
property and creating quality outdoor spaces that harmonize  
with the volumes of the buildings. 
Visualization: Nightnurse Images

stylish transformation 
The new Hotel Märthof is a vital urban building for Basel that stands to revitalize the central 
market square. Commissioned by and in close cooperation with Coop Immobilien AG  
as the client, and BâleHotels as the operator, Burckhardt+Partner completely renovated the 
historic building, which was previously used as a department store, and converted it into  
an exclusive 4-star boutique hotel plus restaurant and bar. The underlying idea was to combine 
the feeling of travelling and staying in a hotel in the 1920s with a contemporary archi- 
tectural idiom. Guests will enjoy the unique location not only from the roof-top terrace with 
unparalleled views over Basel’s skyline, but also inside the building: On the ground floor,  
the individual areas of use have been given an open design, creating the perception of a con- 
tinuous, generous-looking space. 
Photo: Roman Weyeneth

ideal connections
Burckhardt+Partner have completed the construction  
of the new headquarters of the Selmoni Group in 
Münchenstein near Basel. The new building allows  
the electrical technology company to combine office, 
workshop and storage facilities previously housed  
in different buildings in Basel’s historic center at the new 
site, which offers around 20,000 square meters of  
space and has excellent transport links. The archi tecture 
of the new building ideally supports the company’s  
operational requirements, harnesses synergies thanks  
to the short distances and improves networking  
and communication between the various departments. 
Photo: Roman Weyeneth

clever densification
In the Hirzbrunnen district of Basel, we constructed two new replacement buildings  
in a sustainable timber-hybrid design for the Riburg housing cooperative. Built in rows, 
they blend in with the urban development typology of the neighborhood and  
have almost twice as much living space as before, thanks to intelligent densification.  
By catering to people’s different forms of living, the apartments make it possible  
to achieve a good mix of tenants. 
Visualization: Burckhardt+Partner 
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In 2021, we worked on more than 170 architecture projects and over 40 project 
development mandates. Our own eight residential construction projects are  
at various stages of development and make a substantial contribution to turnover.

Development of business
2018 2019 2020 2021

Architecture, General planning, Project development 82.3 85.6 80.2 79.8

Own building projects 18.1 25.1 28.8 22.4

Sales, Property management 3.6 4.0 3.9 4.0

Eliminations * –6.0 –6.7 –11.5 –8.1

Total turnover in CHF (m) 98.0 108.0 101.4 98.1

Staff as at 31.12. 395 398 390 366

* The eliminations consist of internal service charges

Our architecture facilitates innovation  
in research: Burckhardt+Partner  
owe their growth to the planning of  
buildings for the life sciences  
industry. We have gained consider- 
able experience in this field over  
the decades, and it is still one of our  
specializations today.

Burckhardt+Partner
Architects and general planners

Basel Berne Geneva Lausanne Zurich
Berlin Grenzach Stuttgart

www.burckhardtpartner.com

Concept/Editors: Barbara Bumbacher, Ramona Beck, Burckhardt+Partner; Design: Hahn+Zimmermann
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In 2021, Burckhardt+Partner worked on a total of 29 laboratory  
and production buildings for the life sciences industry.  
The projects are arranged in descending order of floor area.
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